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GUEST: Sylvia Press, author of The Care of Devlls

CPYRGHT Miss Press joined ths program by telephone f{rom
HJorr York.

JAMIE BRACGG: You know, when we Iirst saw your book, we
thought it was a new bool ~= 1%'s called Ths Care of Devils,
by Sylvia Press, First of all, what do you mean by that title?
¥ notice you quoted Thomss Paine, :

SYLVIA PRESS: Thatts right -« now if you'll just glve me
halfl a second hero «=-

#hAGG: Go right ahead.

PRESS: It'a a litile long, I'm trylng to remembor it e
and with the microphons stuck in my face -~ "Neither have I so
wach as the infildel in me, as to suppose that He -- meaning
3o0d -« has relinquished the government of the world, and given
u3 up to the cars of devils." That's the quotation from Thomas
Paine « o« . I folt -= well of course, I was in government -
rnaybe that's why the thing occurred to ms &3 belng so apt when
T saw it. But I felt that when this thing was happening, 1t
was almost as though God had turned His back, you koow, and
given us up to irresponslble people, more than devlls., That's
roally more what I had in mind, because I'm not a bitter porson
by nature, =~ am I talking too much?

TOM LEWIS: No. Miss Press, the devily that you are talklng
about ere raally the bureaucrats, aren't they?

PEESS: Exactly. It's the people who ere apparently willing
%0 lead their lives by machines, and by rote, you know,
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THWIS: Misa Press, a Lot of your book -- without getting
in%o the apeciltice of ths CENTRAL INTHELLIGENCE AGENCY right
-= 8 iot of the thruzt of your book was %o the offsct that
Laresueracy, as we know it, particularly in Washington, tonds to
a5ifle the imagination, and that --

PRESS: Thatts very truo. I Yelt that all the time T lived
iz Washington, long before the ineident that is deogoribed in the
hHanlk ever happened,

77WIS: You mention -- or you maim he point quite strongly =-
113t a bureaucrat tends to worry more about his personal security
n gotting the job done. Do you havse any solution to this =
is there an alternative to our system of the Clvil Service, and
~ha bureaucratic or'i'iees, to avoid this kind of tendency?

PRESS: Well, I don't know how you can breed pesople with
more imapgination #ad more heart, I think it's something that
soos much deeper “han our Civil Serviece, or anybodyt!s civil
sorviea. I thinir 1t's something that starts within all of us,
73 I think the only thinz to do is strive to be the kind of
paople who try t, understand each other, rather than depend on
wwchanical things. I think the tendency these days 1is to get
fa=ther and fariber eway from the human boing, and I deplore
that == I am weovrled about it -« I fear 1lt.

DRAGG: M!ss Press, are the lnocidents in your boolz frctual?
Sz this a factnal story, or 1a it & nowel?

PHESS: Ltvs an autoblography, but I put 1t into the form of
=~ novel for u number of reassons,. lor onge thing, I had no deaire
derogate (ke agency. I Ieel 1tis very noceasary, as long as
are livir in the kind of world we live in, and as an
“sarican, I want to see the best therse 1s, but as I say, I
314n'% want to dirsct it to the agenoy specifically. Another
whing 18 tiat T felt »- I had written before that -~ I hadni't
ubliished it, except in radio, I used to bs in radlo myself,
wiat I hadn't had a book published boefore that «= but I do have
e instinets of a writer, and I know that there are some things
that you leave out, becruse they're not the kind of things that
%111 3rpel people to resd., I did not add anything -~ I left out
quite o bit ~= it lasted over seven weelks, and couldntt put 1t
2ll in, Couldn't remmber every word --

4ak

G

[
R

311AGG:  Sure,

AESS: And I also felt that there were some things in my
nersozal 1ife that was certainly terribly difficult for me to
zo into during this period, and wouldn't have been any casler
Yor 13 to go into, in the book. And I thought 1f I wrote it in
the 1hird person I could say these things more easily, without
nein; hurt by them,

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP75-00001R000400150005-3



Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP75-00001R000400150005-3
CPYRGHT

b

7¥IAGG: Perhans at this point we should pet from you zn
idea of what the book %Zs gbout, forr those psople who are
listening, and may not bheve read it - jusi a gensral ldea of
hat the book concerns,

PHESS: UWell, the boolt really copcerns ng, I suppose, most
af sll.

7iAGG:  As a CIA sgent.,

PEESS: I had been with the 0S8 == tho 0ffice of Strategie
oarvices «= durlng the war. I bhad been abroad for a couple of
vsars. 1 was an Intellipgence officer, and whon I came back, I
w23 asiked to remain on in the CIA. New York 1s my homs town,
and therefore Itm a 1ittle partial to 1t. Although Washington
4z a beautiful city, and I know that there are many fine things
tn it. But I had wanted to come home, but I was urged to stany
o because I had by then eccumulated a good daal of information
ahont the areas that I hed been in, Information that was becominz
=ather rare, bacause so many people were leaving the original
arency at thatpoint. So I did stay on, and in all, between the
twio agencles I was in it for 12 years, when this thing happened,

Avd out of a blue sky, I was ocalled into the security
oii'lce one day. I had just completed e report =- they called it
= niudy == which was highly recommended by my division chief,
just that very day, and I was c¢alled into sccurity, aund I have
& pretlty good memory, and i1 thought that as on previous occasions,
»eeasionally peopls had called me into ask sbout m certein
incident or a coertain name, you know., I got in thers, and I
“alt fine, sitiing opposite these two mon -«- I knew one of them
narsonally «= I had worked on som® papers with him -- and 1%
diGntt dawn on me for soms time, that thls thing was directed
Lowards me. I thought 1t was a cesec that they were interecsted
“n, vut eventually when they started asking personal questions,
A %o when I was born, which they had in about 50 different
uiaces, on about 50 different forms, you know, I began to wonder
o% that polnt, why they needed all this whsan they had 1t all,

And then, after a day or so of this, particularly after they
aaskod me for my badge =- you know the thing that lets you into
snd out of your own office bullding -~ I was completely
mhattered at that point =- I think that was the first really low
noint that I faced.

HOLFEt How long ago was thils?

PRESS: It was in 1954, in the summer. Well, for seven
roeks I was interropated every day, with very few exceptions,
when they were buay about something else -- I don'?t know what,
And for seven woeks I was interrogated, just roamed like bulls
in a china shop through my life, and they trod on thlngs that
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woally are so personal and so intlmate, that I was just torn,

7 gouldn't see anybody -- I weas practically under house srrest,
vou might say, 1f you want %o compare 1t %o something a lot
wyorae. And little by little I ims so completely undermined
physically as well as montally, that I entered a hospltal, and
¥ %hink they began to realize then what they were doing to me,
and eventually they submitted their report == whatever it was,
T don't know. I don't even dare to contemplate what they might
have written. And they submitted it to the Direoctor ... and

bno deoided to fire me, so they sald.

¥eill when I learned that, my immodiate reactlon was -~- I
want to see him, and you never saw two more frightened men in
vour life. They looked absolutely white, and said, well, I
suppose that anyone can ask to see the Director, if you want %to
salke a ehance =~ and I did. I went to the Director -- and from
hls quesiions =~ do you want me to mention his name?

BHAGG: VNo, I'd rather you wouldn't.

PRPESS:- All right, that's what I thought., When I went %o
uim, to try to tell him what had been going on, he didn't even
inow that I had been thewe for 12 years, didn't know that I had
worked in his department; didn't know tThe name of the man he
kept bringing up all through this, who had been in his depart-
ment, and asked me what ever became of him. It was just Like
Alice in Wonderland ~- I dldn't know whet was golng on, But I
realized that eithe» they had not shown him a report of what they
bad been going through for seven wescks, or else he hadnit read it.
¥ didn't know which it was, In either event 1t didmn't do me any
£000.

WOLFE: Miss Press, in the review of your book by Malcolm
Mupgeridge, the one that waspublished in Esquire, he puts the
anestion, well why dldn't you just quit when all of this was
rappening, and get a job == how did he put it -- a bar tender or
gomething? He says that you were a willing victim, and that
vou have lost your right to protest, because you have participated
in this sort of thing yourself, What do you say to that.

PRESS: Well I think that's very true. EKnowing the effect
5t had on me, too. After all I had been an intelligence officer.
T knew that I bad traced the background and the activities of
many people, not my own compatriots -- that's not the job of the
CIA, and 1sn't, but I had to go on bits and pleces of information,
and 1t was only by (word unclear}, according to my way of looking
st 1t, that you could ever arrive at a consummation of what was
truth and what was not truth, But these men didn't seem to know
their jobs. In fact there were times when I wanted to help them
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on, and suddenly realized, sald wait a minute, this is my neck
that they'ro talking about.

WCLFE: I think we have time for one more qQuick question,
1iss Press, I'd lile ¢to aslt you now that youtve had years %o
a83688 wnat happened to you, and you had yeara in intelligence
work = do you feel still, that clandeatine and sometimes
immoral wethods are still necessary in torms of gathering
intelligence, and in countere-intelligence? Are these things
2till necessary to presorve our way of life, which is supposedly
dediented againat these thinga?

PRESS: I think I can give you only one answer tothat, and
zhat 18 that we are not in this business to ruln each other,
And our own compatriots,

WOLFE: Who are we trying to ruin?
PRESS: PFear is the thing that really causes these things,

WOLFE: Who are we trying %o ruln, then? Who decides who
gats rulned?

PRESS: Well I think the rulnation came sbout by the lack
of intelligence of thepeople =~ I moan intelligencoe in the
broader sense ~-~ the laclk of intelligence of the people who were
irying to do the interviow, or the interrogstion. I think they
didntt knowtheir jobs.

BRAGG: Miss Press, may I ask you a queation about your
book, which 1s now out as a paperback =« the Care of Devils ~-
when your book originally ceme out in 1958, it was a hard back,
ia that correct?

And as I understand, there were only 3,000 copies
of it printed. What were your asuspicions at the time, as to why
only 3,000 coples wore printed. Did you go back to the publisher
end inquire to see what was going on? There 18 some intimation
that your book was suppressed --

PRESS: The intimation was made by Esquire, they seem to
have information that I don't have.

BRAGG: Did you evar feel that way yourself about 1t?
PRESS: It never dawned on me, I still had that much faith

in my fellow men, not to think that that was the resl reason ==
I mean that 1t could have been suppressed.

BRAGG: Thatt!s interesting -- well thank you very much for
talking with us, and taking your time out to visit with us baek
here in Washington, D. C., agaln . . «




